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Centor Score (modified by McIsaac)

The Centor score was developed to predict the probability of a positive culture for group A ?-
hemolytic streptococci in patients with pharyngitis. The modification by McIsaac et al. also takes
the patient’s age into account. The score can only be applied to acute pharyngitis within the first
three days and is only valid for patients ? 3 years.

Age

years

Temperature ? 38 °C

 Yes    No

Cough

 Yes    No

Swollen, tender anterior cervical nodes

 Yes    No

Tonsillar swelling or exudate

 Yes    No

(modified by McIsaac)

Interpretation

Score
Probability of group A ?-

hemolytic streptococci
Recommendation

? 0 1-2.5 %
No further diagnostics or antibiotic therapy recommended

1 5-10 %

2 11-17 % Perform culture/rapid test, antibiotic therapy recommended if
positive3 28-35 %

? 4 51-53 % Empirical antibiotic therapy recommended
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